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Motivation

Excite and inspire Brazilians children to read and write
Contribute to reduce the alarming functional illiteracy rates in Brazil

Goals

Increase number of Portuguese language books

Adapt ICDL Culturally and technologically to be used by Brazilian
children

Propose tools and guidelines which can support Brazilian
communities (adults and children) in activities with ICDL.




e Experiment 1 (April)
— 10 students
— Student of an English teacher training course

 Experiment 2 (May)
— 9 students
— Student of an Portuguese teacher training course



* Qualitative Methodology
e Activities
— Decided the research focus and goals;
— Elaborate pre-experiment questionnaire (information about the
subjects);
— Did pilot test and final adjustments;
— Made Experiment;
— Analyzed the data from experiments;
— Wrote results and conclusions.
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 We presented an overview of the ICDL and the goals of
the experiments
— 10 minutes
— ICDL’s site
— Different ways of search a book
— Book’s Categories
— Different ways of read a book
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Interacting to ICDL

ICDL Interacting Focus
Overview to ICDL Group

v

— 30 minutes
— The subjects answered the questions:

Would you use this site in your classes or suggest it to your
students to explore at home?

In case of use of the site, how would you do that? Would you
let a free exploration of the site, or would you suggest a more
beneficial way of use?

In case of a guided exploration of the site, how would you do
that?

Why wouldn’t you use the site (if that is your case)? Which
changes in the site would you do in order to turn it useful for
teaching?

Why would you suggest the use of the site at home (if that is
your case)? Which recommendations would you do to the
students that would use the site at home?



ICDL Interacting Focus
Overview ’ to ICDL Group

 Focus Group

— 20 minutes

— Subjects talked about their difficulty when they were using ICDL
sSite

— Subjects discussed about new ways of using the ICDL

— This step was guided by questions of step 2
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Use in class vs. use at home
— It can be used at school or at home
— In class, the use should be guided by the teacher

— At home, it could be used more freely under assistance of
parents

Age Group
— For reading in mother tongue, the site may look childish

— For learning a second language, children’s books may be very
Interesting, even for adults
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Suggested activities

— Vocabulary activities using the books of ICDL

— Reading of books at home and discussions in class

— Encourage reading at home, and presenting summaries in class
What is missing in ICDL?

— Sounds and animations to enrich the reading process

— Sounds for improving accessibility
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Use in class vs. use at home
— It can be used at school or at home
— The need to follow the curriculum may constrain the use of ICDL
— As some students don’'t have a computer at home, we should
use ICDL at school
Age Group
— No agreement

— Some people think that ICDL can be used by students until
Brazilian 5th grade

— Some people think that ICDL looks childish, even for those
— Teachers must use creativity in order to stimulate older students



16

Suggested activities

— As we have only few books in Portuguese, they proposed to use
the wide range of languages available in ICDL to explore
different writing systems (alphabetic, ideographic, syllabic)

— Use images in foreign language books to create narratives in
their own language

— Proposed activities to create illustrations and dramatizations
What is missing on ICDL?

— Online dictionary available on ICDL, to activities using foreign
language books
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 Worry about the possibility of the site be childish

Although that was not the goal of this work, this point shows the
Importance of cultural factors on the design of the ICDL

The interface design was strongly influenced by American
culture

The multicultural aspect of the technology was limited to the
linguistic dimension

On the other hand, the childish is not a problem for foreign
language students (even adults)

The ICDL may be used by “literature researchers”
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The use of the ICDL should be guided

— Evidence of the importance to the creation of online communities
dedicated to stimulate reading and writing activities of Brazilian
children

Inexperienced subjects
— Influenced some results
— Difficulty to imagine possible uses of the digital library

— They said that the technology can be a problem because it
delays the course program
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The Portuguese language group suggested activities involving the
use of the same story from books of many languages

This activity is very important to the improvement of the writing skills,
which is important to reduce the functional illiteracy rates.



20

Project of different intergeneration virtual communities prototypes of
reading and writing

Redesign of some aspects of ICDL’s interface, already indicated as
critical to the cultural success of ICDL-Brazil
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Thank you!

Official ICDL- Brazil website
http://www.icdl-br.inf.puc-rio.br



